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The President’s Column:

Three Stories1
by Darby Dickerson, Dean
Texas Tech University School of Law
In our fast-paced world, we often forget to stop
and think about the consequences of our actions,
including how they might affect legal research and
writing, and the overall quality of lawyering. One evening
in January, three episodes grabbed my attention and
prompted me to think about trends, mindfulness, and
serving as a positive role model for law students and
other attorneys.
First, I had the pleasure of accompanying law
students in Texas Tech’s new regional externship
program to a presentation at Southern Methodist
University by Justice Antonin Scalia and Scribes board
member Bryan Garner. While discussing their new book,
Reading Law: The Interpretation of Legal Texts, the
coauthors addressed the “Fixed-Meaning Canon,” which
states that “[w]ords must be given the meaning they
had when the text was adopted.”2
In their book, they introduce this canon by warning:
Words change meaning over time, and often in
unpredictable ways. Queen Anne is said . . . to
have commented about Sir Christopher Wren’s
architecture at St. Paul’s Cathedral that it was
“awful, artificial, and amusing”—by which she
meant that it was awe-inspiring, highly artistic,
and thought-provoking. All three words have since
undergone what linguists call pejoration: Their
meanings have degenerated so that they now bear
mostly negative connotations.3
They further illustrate the point with an 11th-century
law that forbade ecclesiastics from “purchas[ing]
www.scribes.org

provisions at Rome.”4
To a modern reader,
this language would
seem to prohibit the
purchase of food,
rations, or other
supplies. But the
authors explain that
“the historical evidence showed that in Darby Dickerson, president of
the 11th century, ‘the Scribes
nominations to benefices [ecclesiastical-office appointments] were called
provisions,’ so that the statute was actually meant to
prohibit bribes . . . .”5 They then conclude that to give
provisions a 21st-century meaning, “would be utterly
wrong.”6
This example stuck with me, not only to help
remember the Fixed-Meaning Canon, but as a cautionary
tale about the lack of care we sometimes take when
researching legal issues. How many attorneys would
have stopped to research the historical meaning of
provision, or any other key term in a statute? And if
we did, would we have conducted that research
thoroughly and accurately? At an earlier presentation
on Reading Law, Garner shared that dictionaries list
the meanings of words in different orders; in some, the
list goes from the most common to least common usage,
while in others, the oldest usage appears first.7 My guess
is that only a small percentage of law professors in the
room knew this fact.
The lesson learned is that we must always be mindful
about the proper steps to conduct legal research. With
Westlaw, Lexis, Bloomberg, Google, and more, it can
be easy to forget that we, the attorney—the human—
(continued on page 2)
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must think, and think critically. It’s not enough to type
words into a search box and wait for the results to
appear. It’s not enough to read a statute and assume
we know what the words actually mean in that context.
Indeed, these are just initial steps, and incomplete ones
at that. In short, we can never abdicate our responsibility
to design a thoughtful research plan, and to continue to
“research how we research” by consulting authoritative
texts, such as Reading Law.
Later that evening, a nonlawyer friend posted this
plea on Facebook:
I’m publicly calling for the end of the use of LOL.
It is disturbing. This is back to “like” of the 80s.
They don’t even hear it anymore. If you say LOL
constantly, think of the message it sends.
LOL we just ate meatloaf. LOL.
Are you really incessantly laughing like an idiot?
Stop it. Stop ROFL and OMG too. It’s not clever.
I once thought we could go back to using this
appropriately, but when kids start saying it,
SAYING IT, then we all just need to stop.
When I read the post, I knew my friend was correct,
and I also knew I was an offender. The acronym had
become filler—an easy, but mindless, response. So I
stopped using it—for about one week. During that week,
I focused on where “LOL” and similar acronyms and
symbols, such as “ROFL” and “winky faces,” were
popping up. The answer: everywhere, and in every type
of writing, including communications that were strictly
professional in nature.8
During my week of abstinence, I felt that something
was missing from our online conversations. To convey
that we thought something was funny, we were either
saying, “that’s funny,” or using terms like “haha,” which
I thought were just as bad as “LOL.” I also noticed
awkward gaps in the conversation; on my end, I was
thinking about what I could substitute to convey that I
was “listening,” and was actually laughing. After about
a week, and to my friend’s disappointment, I started to
use the acronym again, but with a new mindfulness. I
resolved to use it judiciously: only when actually laughing
and when I felt “LOL” conveyed that point better than
anything else to a friend in a quick online message.9
The lesson is that we must be ever mindful of trends,
especially those that affect language. Texting is a fact
of current life, and its language includes a variety of
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shortcuts, such as acronyms (“LOL”), emoticons
(“smiley faces”), and truncations (l8r). When texting
on a phone, these often make sense because they can
speed communication and express tone.10 But we should
not allow textisms to creep into formal writing or into
the spoken word. And even when texting with friends,
we should actually think about what we are saying and
how we are saying it. Actual words are, more often
than not, more effective than acronyms and emoticons.
“Word for word,” Bryan Garner has emphasized,
“lawyers are the most highly paid professional writers
in the world.” 11 As paid professional writers—and
researchers—we must continue to hone our skills,
eschew trends that negatively affect our craft, and
consider the example we set for others.
And as my colleague Dustin Benham, Assistant
Professor of Legal Practice and Assistant Dean for
Strategic Initiatives at Texas Tech, has informally
commented, “We must also recognize that law is an
interpersonal game and that tone flows from quality
sentence-level writing. If we sacrifice quality sentences,
we aren’t just sacrificing clarity or a perception of
competence, we are sacrificing relationships.”
Still later that evening, while reading Justice Sonya
Sotomayor’s memoir, I was impressed with how she
had overcome her early challenges with the English
language by seeking advice from teachers; accepting
constructive criticism; researching points she needed to
know; and practicing, practicing, practicing. During her
freshman year at Princeton, she received a “C” on a
paper. Instead of feeling sorry for herself, blaming her
professor, or ignoring the issues, she sought her
professor’s advice and then took steps to improve. She
recounts:
In writing, . . . one’s words stand naked on the
page. Professor Weiss had minced none of her
own informing me that my English was weak:
my sentences were often fragments; my tenses
erratic; and my grammar often just not
grammatical. . . . It wasn’t until the following
year . . . that the roots of my problem were
uncovered: my English was riddled with Spanish
constructions and usage . . . .12
To remedy this problem, she bought grammar and
vocabulary books and devoted an hour a day to grammar
exercises; she also spent time learning and using ten
new words a day.13 During her law-school and legal
career, she actively sought opportunities to write and
receive feedback on that writing.14Justice Sotomayor’s
www.scribes.org

mindfulness about her writing, determination to improve, and dedication to
the craft is in stark contrast with the two cautionary tales presented above.
The final lesson—and a unifying one—is that we all should reflect on
our actions and inactions. When we perceive a problem, we should
acknowledge it, be willing to change, seek advice from experts, and work
hard to make the needed corrections. Justice Sotomayor, along with Bryan
Garner, Justice Scalia, and my Facebook friend, inspired me to stop and
think about how I research and write, and what messages I send by the
care I take in these important activities. I hope they have inspired you to do
the same. As members of Scribes, we can and should set the best example
possible.
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Larry D. Rosen et al., The Relationship Between “Textisms” and Formal and Informal Writing Among Young Adults, 37 Commun. Res.
420, 421 (2010).
Alex Carp, Writing with Antonin Scalia, Grammar Nerd, http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/newsdesk/2012/07/writing-withantonin-scalia-grammar-nerd.html (July 16, 2012).
Sonia Sotomayor, My Beloved World 134 (Knopf 2013).
Id.
E.g., id. at 192, 263.

Submit Your Articles

New Benefit for Scribes Members
Scribes is pleased to announce a new benefit for members: Scribes will soon offer e-mail tips to
improve legal research and writing skills. The tips fit into four categories: research, Internet research,
grammar, and writing. Tips vary widely in nature and content. Some examples: writing on a computer,
Internet sources for some 850 codes of ethics and rules of professional conduct, paragraphing, research
reports available from the U.S. Government Accounting Office, Uniform Laws, and practical citation
rules. Members will also receive tips about what to do when you think you are done with a writing assignment,
when the U.S. Code is only prima facie evidence of the law, and how to proof. These tips will be e-mailed
to the address or addresses you have provided to Scribes, so please let us know about any changes to your
addresses. We encourage our institutional members to forward the Scribes tips to their students and
employees.
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A Bibliography of
Writing Resources
Scribes member Kara Zech Thelen, Assistant
Professor of Research & Writing at Thomas Cooley
Law School, prepared the following bibliography for her
students. We thought it might be helpful for all our
members; it lists the usual suspects, but also some
classics and new sources that you might not have in
your library and should consider. With thanks to Cooley
librarian Shannon Keyes.

Books on Plain Writing
Eats, Shoots and Leaves: The Zero Tolerance
Approach to Punctuation by Lynne Truss
This witty book emphasizes the importance of proper
punctuation. Ms. Truss, a former editor, describes her
contempt for poor punctuation in a conversational tone
while still providing instruction on proper grammar. In
this best-selling book, the sometimes-tedious topic of
punctuation is transformed into a clever, enjoyable topic.
On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King
Most famous for his best-selling suspense novels,
Stephen King writes this entertaining book that is part
memoir, part writing guide. Mr. King shares many
revelations about his life and how those experiences
are intrinsically tied to his writing. As Mr. King recounts
his own childhood and life journey of becoming a writer,
he outlines the basic elements that every writer must
possess to succeed.
On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing
Nonfiction by William Knowlton Zinsser
In its 30th edition, this book is a comprehensive guide
that outlines the fundamental principles of good writing.
Mr. Zinsser explains how to write clearly and concisely
to connect with the reader. While not specific to legal
writing, this resource is great for learning how to write
well using plain English. The author emphasizes the
importance of editing and gives examples from his first
drafts of the book itself with clearly marked edits. He
also gives several examples of good writing by other
authors. These examples vary greatly in style, but they
all demonstrate the qualities that all good writing must
have: clarity and simplicity. This is a very readable
resource that is useful to all writers.
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Simple & Direct: A Rhetoric for Writers by
Jacques Barzun
Jacques Barzun, a writer and editor of prose, has
written a book on rhetoric that reads more like a novel
than a textbook. Barzun advises that good writers are
aware not only of the words they choose but also of the
audience they are writing for. Each chapter of the book
focuses on one of the following topics: diction, word
order, tone, purpose, composition, and revision.
Throughout the book, Barzun gives many writing
examples that drive home his point that the best writing
is simple and direct.
Style: Lessons in Clarity and Grace by Joseph M.
Williams and Gregory G. Colomb
In its 10th edition, this resource emphasizes the
importance of revision throughout the writing process.
Organized into 12 lessons, the book outlines principles
of writing aimed to help writers predict how readers
will judge their prose and then determine whether their
writing needs to be edited or rewritten. At the end of
many lessons there are exercises for the reader to
complete. An answer key is included in the back of the
book along with a useful glossary and appendices on
punctuation and using sources properly. This resource
is not specific to legal writing, but it’s a well-respected
guidebook to writing well.
Writing with Style by John Trimble
In its third edition, this short manual emphasizes that
to write like a professional, you must think like a
professional writer. Specifically, Mr. Trimble first
explains the importance of being aware and respectful
of your audience and recognizing that you are not
writing for yourself, but rather trying to communicate
your point to another person. Mr. Trimble provides
practical advice on generating ideas; constructing the
opening, body, and conclusion of an essay; and using
diction. He also explains how to make a strong argument
through simple prose. This very readable resource
provides practical advice on improving writing skills.

Books on Legal Writing
A Lawyer Writes: A Practical Guide to Legal
Analysis by Christine Coughlin, Joan Malmud,
and Sandy Patrick
Written from the perspective of an attorney in his
or her first year of practice, this book teaches how to
tackle real-life legal-writing projects. The authors give
many examples of good writing and use visual graphics
throughout.
www.scribes.org

Legal Writing in Plain English: A Text with
Exercises by Bryan A. Garner
This book is divided into five parts. The first part,
which is approximately half the book, gives a general
overview of principles applicable to all legal writing. Parts
2, 3, and 4 focus on analytical and persuasive legal
writing, legal drafting, and document design. Finally, the
fifth part gives methods for continued improvement
through editing and self-reflection. The book includes
numerous exercises for the reader to complete. Each
exercise emphasizes the principle being outlined and has
a basic, intermediate, and advanced level of application.
An answer key for many exercises is located in the
back. The book also has appendixes that detail proper
punctuation and give models of legal documents,
including a research memorandum, motion, appellate
brief, and contract.

carefully. Each chapter contains several exercises for
the reader to complete, with an answer key located in
the book’s appendix. This resource gives clear
explanations that are useful and easy to incorporate into
the reader’s own legal writing.

Lifting the Fog of Legalese by Joseph Kimble
In this collection of essays, Professor Kimble dispels
the myths about plain legal language and assails
legalese—the jumbled, dense, verbose style that has
characterized lawyers’ writing for centuries. He stresses
that to be an excellent legal writer, you must use the
simple, direct language that readers strongly prefer. The
book is broken down into two parts. The first part
focuses on the arguments and evidence for plain
language. The second part advises writers on how to
achieve it, with guidelines and before-and-after
examples.

The Winning Brief: 100 Tips for Persuasive Briefing
in Trial and Appellate Courts by Bryan A. Garner
This reference book gives step-by-step instructions
on how to plan, organize, and edit a brief. It breaks down
the writing process into stages that the reader can easily
follow to organize and write a legal brief. And it discusses
choosing the best words, writing clearly and
persuasively, and punctuating properly. Each chapter
focuses on one specific tip and is broken down into the
following sections: relevant quotations; an explanation
of the importance of the tip; and examples from actual
briefs demonstrating the use of the tip. One particularly
helpful characteristic of this book is that the author gives
not only good examples of brief writing but “bad”
examples for comparative purposes.

Making Your Case: The Art of Persuading Judges
by Antonin Scalia and Bryan A. Garner
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme
Court Antonin Scalia and noted legal writer Bryan Garner
present the elements of writing and arguing persuasively.
Written in a conversational tone, the book is easy to
read and explains how to apply sound legal reasoning to
arguments. The book deals generally with the principles
of argument and then dives more specifically into writing
briefs and giving oral arguments. With its straightforward
advice, this book is an excellent guide for novice or
experienced litigators.
Plain English for Lawyers by Richard C. Wydick
In its fifth edition, this resource is organized into
nine chapters, each outlining a different lesson explaining
how to use plain English in legal writing. Richard Wydick
points out that good legal writing is nothing more than
ordinary well-written English. Throughout the book,
Wydick emphasizes the benefits of omitting surplus
words, using the active voice, crafting short sentences,
choosing and arranging words with care, and punctuating
www.scribes.org

Reading Law: The Interpretation of Legal Texts
by Antonin Scalia and Bryan A. Garner
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme
Court Antonin Scalia and renowned legal writer Bryan
Garner team up again to coauthor this forceful guide to
interpreting legal documents. In the first half, Justice
Scalia emphasizes that textualism—writing with
exactness—leads to better judicial decisions and forces
legislators to write better laws. In the second half of
the book, Mr. Garner gives advanced rules for legal
writing. This is an excellent guide for interpreting and
arguing the meaning of a law or statute.

Writing for Dollars, Writing to Please: The Case
for Plain Language in Business, Government, and
Law by Joseph Kimble
Professor Joseph Kimble expands on and updates
his article from Volume 6 of The Scribes Journal of
Legal Writing (1996–1997) in this very lively and
persuasive book. It summarizes 50 studies showing that
using plain language saves organizations and agencies
huge amounts of money; that readers strongly prefer it
and understand it better and faster; and that they are
much more likely to read it in the first place. The book
outlines the elements of plain writing and debunks the
ten biggest myths about it. It also contains a summary
of 40 historical highlights in plain language. A pleasure
to read, the book will appeal to anyone who writes for
the public.
(continued on page 6)
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Reference Guides
The Elements of Style by William Strunk and E.B.
White
In its fourth edition, this is one of the seminal books
on writing. This classic style manual is known as well
by its authors’ names as it is by its title. For decades,
this manual has been appreciated not only for its
authority on how to write, but also for its succinct nature.
The manual is organized in sets of elementary rules on
usage, composition, and form. Each rule is presented as
a brief, explanatory statement and often includes an
illustrative example.
Garner’s Dictionary of Legal Usage by Bryan A.
Garner
In its third edition, this usage dictionary is an
alphabetized collection of legal language that gives
definitions of words or phrases as they are used in legal
contexts. The entries provide clear, concise directions
on proper and effective use of a term. Many of the
entries also include a quote demonstrating how to use
the specific word or phrase. This resource gives quick
answers to many legal, grammatical, and stylistic
questions. It is an excellent starting place to become
acquainted with legal language.
Garner’s Modern American Usage by Bryan A.
Garner
In its third edition, this usage dictionary gives advice
on effective use of words and phrases in the English
language. Its alphabetized organization makes it easy to
use, and the examples in many entries are illustrative
and informative. While this book is a great resource to
consult when a specific question about usage of the
English language arises, it’s also an excellent way to
learn how modern American English is properly used.
The Gregg Reference Manual by William A. Sabin
In its 11th edition, this manual gives basic rules
applicable to all forms of writing. Organized like a
textbook, the manual includes a descriptive table of
contents at the beginning and comprehensive index at
the end. The text includes several examples of different
writing formats and gives detailed guidance on grammar,
usage, and style.
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The Redbook: A Manual on Legal Style by Bryan
A. Garner
This manual gives the essential rules of legal writing.
With a similar organization to The Bluebook and ALWD
Citation Manual, The Redbook is a guide to legalwriting style. This resource is an exhaustive authority
on how to properly punctuate, capitalize, design, cite,
footnote, and edit your legal document. The first part
focuses on the mechanics of writing; the second part
focuses on grammar and usage; and the third part gives
model examples of research memos, opinion and demand
letters, motions, appellate briefs, and contracts.
Typography for Lawyers: Essential Tools for
Polished & Persuasive Documents by Matthew
Butterick
In this resource, Matthew Butterick explains that
the appearance of a document is almost as important as
its content. By exploring the best fonts, type size, and
page layouts, this resource defines what typography is,
explains why it’s important, and gives the typographical
rules applicable to legal writing.

Journals on Plain Writing
Clarity
First published in 1983, this journal is published twice
a year by Clarity, an international association promoting
plain legal language. Clarity is a worldwide group of
lawyers who advocate plain language over legalese. You
must be a member to get current issues, but nonmembers may download some past journals for free,
normally two years after they’ve been published. This
interesting and informative journal is an excellent
international plain-language resource.
The Scribes Journal of Legal Writing Volumes 1–14
This scholarly journal publishes articles on legal
writing. First published in 1990, the journal now has 14
volumes. Many of its articles have been authored by
the best-known figures in legal writing. This very
readable, informative journal is an excellent plainlanguage resource.

www.scribes.org

Life Members
David Abney (Phoenix, Arizona)
Glen-Peter Ahlers (Orlando, Florida)
Christopher Balmford
(Fitzroy, Victoria, Australia)
Andrew Bender (Houston, Texas)
Andrew Berkman
(New York, New York)
Frank L. Branson (Dallas, Texas)
Lee C. Buchheit (New York, New York)
Christopher Camardello
(Minneapolis, Minnesota)
Michael J. Collins (Dallas, Texas)
Judge Deborah Cook (Akron, Ohio)
Willard H. DaSilva
(Garden City, New York)
Jeffrey A. Dennis-Strathmeyer
(Pleasant Hill, California)
Kathryn Diaz (New York, New York)
Jennifer Dorsey (Henderson, Nevada)
Anthony Gair (New York, New York)
Bryan A. Garner (Dallas, Texas)
Donna P. Grill (Houston, Texas)
Warren Harris (Houston, Texas)

Judge Lynn N. Hughes
(Houston, Texas)
Judge Michael B. Hyman
(Chicago, Illinois)
Emil L. Iannelli
(Southampton, Pennsylvania)
Lynne P. Iannelli
(Southampton, Pennsylvania)
Joseph Kimble (Lansing, Michigan)
Matthew R. King (Seattle, Washington)
J.D. Lee (Knoxville, Tennessee)
Mark Levine (Denver, Colorado)
Molly Lien (Traverse City, Michigan)
Philip K. Lyon (Nashville, Tennessee)
Robert N. Markle (Fairfax, Virginia)
Bernard S. Meyer (deceased)
(Mineola, New York)
Randy Michel (College Station, Texas)
Steven F. Molo (New York, New York)
Richard L. Neumeier
(Boston, Massachusetts)
Judge Mark P. Painter (Cincinnati, Ohio)

K. David Roberts
(Oklahoma City, Oklahoma)
Lee H. Rosenthal (Houston, Texas)
Stephen Schott
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
J.G. “Jerry” Schulze
(Little Rock, Arkansas)
Keldon K. Scott (Lansing, Michigan)
Alexander M. Selkirk
(San Antonio, Florida)
Gary D. Spivey (Albany, New York)
Tina L. Stark (New York, New York)
Paul R. Steadman (Chicago, Illinois)
Thomas M. Steele (deceased)
(Winston-Salem, North Carolina)
Norman Otto Stockmeyer
(Lansing, Michigan)
Preston Torbert (Chicago, Illinois)
Roger D. Townsend (Houston, Texas)
Anthony Turley (Toledo, Ohio)
Richard S. Walinski (Perrysburg, Ohio)
Daniel Wallen (New York, New York)

New Members
Tim J. Anzenberger (Ridgeland, Mississippi)
Jennifer C. Babcock (Palo Alto, California)
Jamie J. Baker (Lansing, Michigan)
Amelia Buragas (Bloomington, Illinois)
Shannon R. Burke** (Chicago, Illinois)
Rudy Burshnic (Hillsborough, New Jersey)
Valerie Caulk (Camarillo, California)
Brian Clark (San Francisco, California)
Christana Eckert (Glendale, Arizona)
Richard C. Edwards (Springfield, Illinois)
Christian A. Fisanick (Scranton, Pennsylvania)
Dustin Gaines* (Lynchburg, Virginia)
Thomas L. Geiger (Martinez, California)
John Ketcham (Indianapolis, Indiana)
Edward Kionka (Shiloh, Illinois)
www.scribes.org

Jeffrey Knight* (Boston, Massachusetts)
Zachary Lee (Houston, Texas)
Anna Allen McDonough (Pickerington, Ohio)
Laura Lee Medinas (Alexandria, Virginia)
Roy H. Odom (Shreveport, Louisiana)
Matthew Philion (Stillwater, Minnesota)
Craig N. Rosler (Birmingham, Alabama)
Catherine Sevcenko (Alexandria, Virginia)
*
**

Student member.
Sustaining member.
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Member News
Stuart Shiffman has had a book review published
in 96 Judicature 85 (September–October 2012).
Shiffman, who served as an associate circuit judge in
the Seventh Judicial Circuit of Illinois from 1983 until
his retirement in January 2006, reviewed Reading Law:
The Interpretation of Legal Texts by Scribes members
Justice Antonin Scalia and Bryan A. Garner. Shiffman’s
review is titled “The Art of Textualism: Constitutional
Interpretation in the Age of Scalia.” Shiffman is now of
counsel to Feldman, Wasser, Draper and Cox in
Springfield, Illinois.

Help Scribes Grow
Would you be willing to help promote
Scribes? Do you have friends or colleagues
who might like to join? Will you be speaking
at or attending any program involving legal
writing or legal language? We would be happy
to send you some of the attractive Scribes
brochures to distribute. Just send an e-mail
to our executive director, Norman E. Plate:
platen@cooley. edu.

2010–2013 Committees
Annual Meeting

Law-Review Award

Scribes Journal

Mark Wojcik (Chair)
intlawprof@gmail.com

Mary Bowman (Chair)
bowmanm1@seattleu.edu

Joe Kimble (Chair)
scribes-journal-editor@scribes.org

Stuart Shiffman (Cochair)
msshiffman74@sbcglobal.net

Glen-Peter Ahlers, Steven
Feldman, Richard Leiter, and Richard
Wydick

Mark Cooney, Bryan Garner, and
David W. Schultz

Glen-Peter Ahlers, James C.
Parker, Norman E. Plate, Hon.
Lee Rosenthal, Otto Stockmeyer,
and John Wierzbicki

Book Award
Hon. Michael Hyman (Chair)
hymikeb@aol.com
Bryan Garner, Yoshinori H.T.
Himel, Steve Sheppard, Stuart
Shiffman, Jane Siegel, and
Richard Wydick

Brief-Writing Award
Hon. Kenneth Gartner (Chair)
klgartner@lgdcllp.com
Beth Cohen, Charles D. Cole,
Stephen Fink, Michael Fried,
Susan Joffe, Robert Markle,
Laurel Oates, and Hon. Mark
Painter

Lifetime-Achievement Award
Bryan Garner (Chair)
bglawprose@yahoo.com
Hon. Mark Painter, Hon. Lee
Rosenthal, Stuart Shiffman, and
Richard Wydick

Membership and Outreach
Mark Wojcik (Chair)
intlawprof@gmail.com
Bradley Clary, Brian Hooper,
Joe Kimble, Hon. Mark Painter, Mary
Massaron Ross, Steve Smith, Gary
Spivey, and John Wierzbicki

Scrivener
Jane Siegel (Chair)
scrivener-editor@scribes.org
Joe Kimble

Strategic Planning
Darby Dickerson (Chair)
darby.dickerson@ttu.edu
Bryan Garner, Hon. Michael
Hyman, and Steve Smith

Website
Christopher Wren (Chair)
webmanager@scribes.org
Benjamin Wilson

Nominating
Steven R. Smith (Chair)
ssmith@cwsl.edu
Darby Dickerson, Joe Kimble, Norman
E. Plate, and Stuart Shiffman
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Institutional Members
University of Akron,
C. Blake McDowell Law Center
Akron, Ohio (since 2004)
Alaska Appellate Courts
Anchorage, Alaska (since 2005)
University of Arkansas at Little Rock,
William H. Bowen School of Law
Little Rock, Arkansas (since 2007)
Barry University,
Dwayne O. Andreas School of Law
Orlando, Florida (since 2002)
California Western School of Law
San Diego, California (since 1996)
The Catholic University of America,
Columbus School of Law
Washington, D.C. (since 2007)
Chapman University School of Law
Orange, California (since 2002)
Charlotte School of Law
Charlotte, North Carolina (since 2008)
Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (since 2005)
Duke University School of Law
Durham, North Carolina (since 2008)
Florida Coastal School of Law
Jacksonville, Florida (since 2002)
Golden Gate University School of Law
San Francisco, California (since 2006)
Hofstra University,
Maurice A. Deane School of Law
Hempstead, New York (since 2007)
University of Houston Law Center
Houston, Texas (since 2002)
Illinois Institute of Technology,
Chicago-Kent College of Law
Chicago, Illinois (since 2006)
The John Marshall Law School
Chicago, Illinois (since 2004)
University of La Verne College of Law
Ontario, California (since 2003)
Lewis & Clark Law School
Portland, Oregon (since 2004)
Mercer University,
Walter F. George School of Law
Macon, Georgia (since 2009)
Mississippi College School of Law
Jackson, Mississippi
www.scribes.org

University of Missouri-Columbia School of Law
Columbia, Missouri (since 2008)
University of Nevada, Las Vegas,
William S. Boyd School of Law
Las Vegas, Nevada (since 2006)
Northern Kentucky University,
Salmon P. Chase College of Law
Highland Heights, Kentucky (since 2002)
The University of Oklahoma Law Center
Norman, Oklahoma (since 2006)
Saint Louis University School of Law
St. Louis, Missouri (since 1990)
Seattle University School of Law
Seattle, Washington (since 2001)
Southern District Court of Appeals
Springfield, Missouri (since 2011)
Southern Methodist University,
Dedman School of Law
Dallas, Texas (since 2011)
South Texas College of Law
Houston, Texas (since 2006)
Southwestern Law School
Los Angeles, California (since 1990)
Stetson University College of Law
Gulfport, Florida (since 1990)
Suffolk University Law School
Boston, Massachusetts (since 2009)
Supreme Court of Texas
Austin, Texas (since 2006)
Syracuse University College of Law
Syracuse, New York (since 2004)
The University of Texas School of Law
Austin, Texas (since 1991)
Texas Tech University School of Law
Lubbock, Texas (since 2011)
Texas Wesleyan University School of Law
Fort Worth, Texas (since 2007)
Thomas M. Cooley Law School
Lansing, Michigan (since 1991)
Thomson Reuters
Rochester, New York (since 2007)
Valparaiso University School of Law
Valparaiso, Indiana (since 2008)
Washburn University School of Law
Topeka, Kansas (since 2001)
Western New England University School of Law
Springfield, Massachusetts (since 2000)
William Mitchell College of Law
St. Paul, Minnesota (since 2001)
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Scribes Board Members 2010–2013
President—Darby Dickerson
Texas Tech University School of Law
1802 Hartford Avenue
Lubbock, Texas 79409
(806) 742-3990
president@scribes.org
Vice President—Hon. Michael B. Hyman
50 West Washington Street
Chambers 415
Chicago, Illinois 60602
(312) 603-7582
vice-president@scribes.org
Secretary—John R. Wierzbicki
Thomson Reuters
50 Broad Street, East
Rochester, New York 14694
(585) 258-3751
secretary@scribes.org
Treasurer—Mark Wojcik
The John Marshall Law School
315 South Plymouth Court
Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 987-2391
treasurer@scribes.org
Executive Director—Norman E. Plate
Thomas M. Cooley Law School
300 South Capitol Avenue
P.O. Box 13038
Lansing, Michigan 48901
(517) 371-5140
executive-director@scribes.org

Journal Editor—Joseph Kimble
Thomas M. Cooley Law School
300 South Capitol Avenue
P.O. Box 13038
Lansing, Michigan 48901
(517) 371-5140
scribes-journal-editor@scribes.org
Past President—Steven R. Smith
California Western School of Law
225 Cedar Street
San Diego, California 92101-3090
(619) 525-1405
past-president@scribes.org
2012–2015 Beth D. Cohen
Western New England University
School of Law
1215 Wilbraham Road
Springfield, Massachusetts 01119
(413) 782-1622
bcohen@law.wne.edu

2011–2014 Hon. Mark P. Painter
Former Judge
United Nations Appeals Tribunal
Ohio Court of Appeals
15 East 8th Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
(513) 946-3444
jugpainter@aol.com
2011–2014 Ann Taylor Schwing
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1700
Sacramento, California 95814
(916) 551-2098
ann.schwing@bbklaw.com
2010–2013 Frank Wagner
2551 Ogden Street
Falls Church, Virginia 22043
(703) 698-6860
frawgn1@aol.com

2012–2014 Raymond P. Ward
Adams and Reese LLP
2012–2015 Charles D. Cole, Jr.
701 Polydras Street, Suite 4500
Newman Myers Kreines Gross Harris, P.C. New Orleans, Louisiana 70139
40 Wall Street
(504) 585-0339
New York, New York 10005-1335
ray.ward@arlaw.com
(212) 619-4350
2012–2015 Christopher G. Wren
dcole@nmkgh.com
Wisconsin Department of Justice
2010–2013 Bryan A. Garner
P.O. Box 7857
LawProse, Inc.
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7857
14180 Dallas Parkway, Suite 280
(608) 266-7081
Dallas, Texas 75254
wrencg@doj.state.wi.us
(214) 691-8588
bglawprose@yahoo.com

Would you rather receive this
newsletter by e-mail?
If the answer is “yes,” please take just a minute
to let us know. Send your “yes” to Rebecca
McAlpine at mcalpinb@cooley.edu. Don’t bother if
the answer is “no.” And if you’ve already told us
your preference, thank you!

Page 10 – The Scrivener – Winter 2013

www.scribes.org

An Invitation to Membership in

Scribes —
The American Society of Legal Writers
Any member of the legal profession is eligible to join Scribes. You may join as a regular member if you have
published or if you have edited a legal journal. Otherwise, you may join as an associate member. The dues are
the same, and associate members receive essentially the same benefits as regular members.

Please print or type:

Your Name

Your E-mail Address

Your Preferred Mailing Address

Your Phone Number

Your Fax Number

If you are joining as a regular member, please cite:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

a book you have published on a legal subject,
two articles you have published on legal subjects,
a legal publication for which you were an editor, or
two decisions you published as a judge or administrative-hearing officer.

Please select your membership category:
Regular Member; Annual Dues = $65

Sustaining Member; Annual Dues = $100

Associate Member; Annual Dues = $65

Life Member; Dues = $1,000
(a one-time payment, or four payments of $250)

Please complete this form and send it, along with a check made payable to “Scribes,” to:
Norman E. Plate
Scribes Executive Director
Thomas M. Cooley Law School
P.O. Box 13038
Lansing, Michigan 48901
platen@cooley.edu
www.scribes.org
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The

Scrivener
Scribes Administrative Office
Thomas M. Cooley Law School
P.O. Box 13038
Lansing, Michigan 48901
www.scribes.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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